Education makes a Community
finer purposes. Preservation of the knowledge and
skill already acquired is obviously not enough for the
facing of new issues. Therefore, although the bases of
custom and belief in the existing community must be
preserved by education, the structure above them may
have to be remodelled or rebuilt. And therefore
education should provide not only maintenance of
the bases, but imagination and skill to build above
them. It should give to the new generation ability
to face new issues in new ways. And that involves
more than supplying the knowledge and skill which is
barely necessary for doing one's job. Education for
all men should be a luxury, giving what is more than
just enough. It should make new men and women in
a new community, not merely workers or their em-
ployers and governors.
The Education of a Caste-society
The education of a gentleman, as it is called in Great
Britain, was always conceived as a luxury. This is
what was meant by "liberal," as opposed to utilitarian,
education. It was assumed that a gentleman had more
knowledge and skill than were required to earn a
living. The graces of life were supposed to be acquired
with the "public school" tradition; and even ladies,
when "finished,*5 had acquired some accomplishments,
such as piano-playing, which were supposed to be
more than merely useful. The education of an upper
class in a slave-society is always a luxury. It is part of
that leisure which is assumed to be the privilege of